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Frequently Asked Questions About Piping Plovers
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Pipirjrg ployers are a threat

ened species.on the Atlantic

Coast partjally, because their.

population numbers are so low. -

A thrcatened.species is one that

is likely to become endangered

within the foreseeable future

and an endangered species is

one^triatislikeiy^to become ■

turei Endangered and; threat

ened species are protected un

der federal and state laws; it

is' acriminalviolation "to ha1-

rass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot,,

wound, kill, 'trap, capture, or

collect" a threatened or endan-:

. gered species. Duxbury Beach;

is,jather. unique Jn that four-

wheel drivevehiclesare^permit-"

ted on the soft-sand frontbeach.

With this privilege comes' the;

obligation to strictly protect the:

plovers and their chicks. ■ •

yfho protects the ploversj

and what are the plovers: be

ing protected from? '■ i 4

Many groups of people are|

involved in protecting the pip^j

ing plovers on Duxbury Beach

:Fis|pafai^
the' Massachusetts AudS

Societyy and the I?uxt>ury

Harbormaster's Goastal Natu

ral Resources DepartmenLrEy-:

ery spring, the Harbormaster's

Department hires' one or. two

Endangered Species Officers

(ESOs) whosupervisethe dailjt-.

activities associated with pro

tecting these burds. There* are

also'several youngeremployees

called bird monitors whose

jptf it fs; to "baby-sirtht adult

plovers and their chicks. These

bird monitors are requirea to

keep potential disturbances

lant data oh-tne: endangered

species. These disturbances

might include vehicles, pedes

trians, dogs, or predators like

foxes, crows, or skunks. Distur

bances of this kind can be very

dangerous to the survival of

plover ^chicks. Adult plovers

that are constantly agitated by

these types'qfthings may aban
don the nest before the eggs

have hatched, leaving the un

born chicks to die of exposure.

Young chicks that are fre-

quently disturbed ma?^experi

ence symptoms of stress and.

not feed properly, leading to an

early death. The ESOs and the

bird monitors are present on a

daily basis to ensure that these

disturbances arekept to a mini

mum.



. Why are someparts ofthe

front beach roped off?

One'roped off area runs vir-
tually^he entirejength of the

bejich parallel.to the dunes..The

atta:be;tweeij.j|he rope and.the/

duhes.'iS;wliere/aduj(tplovers;
most prefer fp.^uilid;flbeir nestsi
and lay.their.eggs.The: arda is1/

clpsed.oftto pceverit pedestri-f
ans .0r^ehi^le^A6mjb
cntly disnirbuig.^dults'o

'ingf-nesitsV*1'""1 * " '

can

,-„ Jstablished tire

tracks'. Aiidthef%ay that parts
ofDuxbiiry Be&h is frequently
closed to Visitors is with !rop&:
,ra£nin&"P^jpndW5iilaE tovthe

■ dune.sva^d^i^^ffeKaccpml

park wiminlhe roped-qrE^ec^
tion. ' (

Why does the speed limi

adult discovers that there is

jjipre or better things to eat on

the Duxbury Bay side of the

beach, that adult,will attempt to

lead the young through the

dunes and across the back road

to the bay side. Of course, the

chicks must walk across the

road, because they will not bc-

yin to fly until about a month

after hatching. Thus, the traffic

on the back road is slowed

down in those areas most likely

to be used by crossing plover

families. •

Wheredo the plovers go in

the winter?-Do they go to Bra

zil and get eaten by people?

Despite the rumors that cir

culate about town, I have never

found a reliable source that

proves that piping plovers are

delicacy cuisine in South

America. The birds that nest on

Duxbury Beach and many other

spots in the New England area

fly to the southeastern states

for the winter. Many plovers go

to the Carolinas, Georgia,

l^orida, and some even visit the

Gulf Coast of Texas. The fur

thest south that plovers from

this area migrate is probably

somewhere in Central America,

but there is no evidence that I

have ever come across that they

are eaten by people oh a regu-

- Whaf-'can visitors tQ

Duxbur^Beach do to protect

the plovers? . \

'.. One of the most important

ifways that^eachgpers cart help

-; protecrmejptoyeis Is toy obey-

in^the signs'posted arpundjthe.

iieach/Yenturing into areas that
are marked as closed is hazard

ous to the plovers'A plover nest

is virtually impossible to see if

you don't know what you're

looking for because the eggs

blend perfectly with the sand.

Keeping your pets leashed at

all times is also important be

cause an excited, unrestrained

dog is capable ofchasing a plo

ver adult or chick or destroy

ing a nest. Adhering to the

speed limits on the back road

is'lmpth'erwaybeach'visitors

Can help- theibirditf The slower

you go' in a%hicle,:th"e1"in6re

likely y^U are .to see, {the bird

and the biM to see you. Even

though Duxbury Beach.is a.fa-

yorite place for;a|EaMly'picnici

leaving exposed or buried food

remnants behind when you

leave can do* the ?plovefs more

harm that good. The plovers

probably 'won't eat any human

food because they5mUch;prefcr

insects and, the smell of any

type of human, food can draw

predators into the areai espe

cially the keen-hosed fox. If a

fox ventures onto a beach in

search of discarded'food, it

might just hang around and try

its luck at a.ployer. Take all

leftover focjds with you when

areaonthe^irqnt-beachiana aiiv


